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What Is A Watershed?

A watershed is an area of land 
that drains water into another 
larger body of water such as 

rivers, lakes, or bays.
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How Does A Watershed Form?
Rain falls on the 
ground.

Water runs down hills 
and streets.

Water collects in streams 
and rivers.

The land that separates 
the flowing water is called 

a watershed! 4



Watersheds
Support 

Complex 
Ecosystems
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An ecosystem is the living things and 
non-living things in an area.

What Is An Ecosystem?
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Living Things 
(Things that grow, 

eat, or move!)

Non-Living Things 
(Not alive, but part of the 

ecosystem)



Healthy Ecosystems 
Hold Indicator Species
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An indicator species is a plant 
or animal which, if found, tells 

scientists the ecosystem is 
healthy.

What Is An Indicator Species?
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Environmental 
challenges can 
harm living 
things in a 
river ecosystem.
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Biodiversity
Biodiversity is the variety 

of all living things in a 
habitat, helping nature 

stay healthy and 
balanced.

A variety of living organisms is a 
good sign of a healthy river. 
Healthy River = Healthy Watershed! 12



WATERSHED WARRIORS
This video shares the story of 
the work being done by the 
Friends of the Fox River to keep 
the river clean and healthy for 
animals, plants, and everyone in 
their community.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GEAAvrEdzE

